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How Can Educators Partner with 
Families and Health Providers to 
Identify and Optimally Care for 

Students with ADHD?
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Objectives
1. Increase understanding of ADHD and the challenges faced by students 
to better identify at risk students at an early stage to provide timely 
support and intervention.

2. Increase confidence in discussing signs and challenges of ADHD with 
parents or caregivers of students displaying symptoms suggestive of 
ADHD.

3. Enhance communication with students' healthcare providers to 
improve outcomes for students with ADHD. 

4. Strengthen communication skills to address ADHD-related concerns 
with parents or caregivers effectively. 





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1MpBFZfNJIUgLUCSwucbwfvFo7waJHKtS/preview
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Why??

 





 



  



ADHD Prevalence in 
Children

● 7.1 million US children aged 3-17
● 78% with ADHD have at least 1 

co-occurring condition
○ Behavior problems (44.1%) 
○ Anxiety (39.1%)

● 1 in 9 in the classroom



My child/student has 
ADHD…

What now?



● MTSS
● Tier
● IEP
● 504
● Accommodations 

MEDICAL EDUCATION
● Evaluation
● Medication
● Therapy









 



 



Although a teacher cannot diagnose ADHD, their training 
and classroom experience may lead them to recommend the 

parents have their child tested.



Ways to Help in the 
Classroom:

● Flexible Seating
● Offer choices
● Visual Reminders
● Hands On Learning
● Rules and Procedures 
● Routines



The Attention Deficit Disorder Association (ADDA) 
makes the following recommendations for 

accommodations:

● Extended time on tests
● Instructions on note-taking
● Segmented Assignments
● Chunking
● Positive Peer Models
● Allow for movement

https://add.org/


Partner with Parents:

● Communicate regularly
● Discuss medications
● Help with organization
● Monitor 
● Set up a planner system that works



Communication with 
Parents:

https://teach.classdojo.com/#/classes/6715aebd03dd0fb1e2ad5d35/points
https://www.additudemag.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/The-Daily-Report-Card.pdf


  



  

 



  

 



  



  



  

 



  

  



  

  



  

 

 



Misconceptions

● A diagnosis in ADHD does not 
automatically equal an 
IEP/504/accommodations in the 
classroom

● Adverse Educational Impact



Resources:

Mind in the Making

Vroom:

https://www.additudemag.com/download/explaining-adhd-to-teachers/
https://www.understood.org/
https://chadd.org/
https://wakelet.com/wake/OsiCjR-T2pGFAPgilXKyQ
https://wakelet.com/wake/3E8ByGEe22u8JcFUFEswT


Questions? 


